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1. THE U.S. CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT THE BEST SOLUTION TO 
THE PROBLEMS OF OCEAN USES IS THROUGH A BROADLY ACCEPTED, 
MULTILATERAL AND COMPREHENSIVE LOS TREATY. DESPITE THE FACT 
THAT THERE ARE CLEARLY MANY DIFFICULT ISSUES WHICH REMAIN 
TO BE NEGOTIATED IN LOS CONFERENCE AND DESPITE SLOW PROGRESS 
OF THESE NEGOTIATIONS, USG IS COMMITTED TO SEEKING SOLUTION 
TO OCEANS ISSUES THROUGH LOS CONFERENCE. USG IS NOT RPT NOT 
CONSIDERING BILATERAL AGREEMENTS WITH COUNTRIES AS ALTERNA- 
TIVE TO MULTILATERAL SOLUTIONS THROUGH LOS CONFERENCE. WE 
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AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT WE ARE SEEKING A MULTILATERAL 
SOLUTION. 

2. FYI WE BELIEVE IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT IDEA NOT 
BECOME CURRENT THAT U.S. WOULD BE WILLING TO AGREE TO SERIES 
OF BILATERAL ARRANGEMENTS TO SOLVE SPECIAL PROBLEMS. THIS 
IDEA COULD SERIOUSLY UNDERCUT LOS NEGOTIATIONS BY REMOVING 
INCENTIVE FOR SOME COUNTRIES TO REACH COMPROMISE. END FYI. 

3. EMB SHOULD MAKE CLEAR TO SOLICITOR GENERAL AND OTHERS 
AS APPROPRIATE THAT U.S. IS NOT CONSIDERING BILATERAL 
AGREEMENT OR ANY OTHER ACTIONS IN EVENT LOS CONFERENCE 
FAILS. YOU SHOULD STATE THAT U.S. REMAINS FULLY COMMITTED 
TO SEEKING MULTILATERAL SOLUTION WHICH WE BELIEVE IN LONG 
RUN IS IN BEST INTEREST OF ALL COUNTRIES. 

4. FYI DEPT OFFICIALS DID NOT INDICATE AT ANY TIME TO 
MENDOZA THAT BILATERAL AGREEMENTS COULD BE AN ALTERNATIVE. 
WE REGRET MENDOZA RECEIVED THIS IMPRESSION AND ARE 
PUZZLED OVER ITS SOURCE. END FYI. 
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